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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1494

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on
By House Commttee on Health Care (originally sponsored by
Representatives Mrrell, dibborn, Geen, Kessler, Cody, Appleton,
Darneille, WIIlians, Canpbell, Lovick, Sinpson, Hunt, Chase, Wod,

Sells, Roberts, Kenney, Mlintire, Hasegawa, Santos, Moeller and
Schual - Ber ke)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 28/ 05.

AN ACT Relating to inproving the delivery of health care services
for school -aged children; creating new sections; maki ng an
appropriation; and providing an expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that schools are
increasingly required to play an expanding role in protecting our

children's health. Schools are responsible for nonitoring the
i mmuni zation of children, evaluating children's hearing and vision, and
screening for scoliosis. Chronically ill <children often require

medically ordered treatnment to enable them to attend school

Medi cation is often required to be given to children during the school
day. Schools are also responsible for identifying and reporting child
abuse, identifying drug and al cohol problens, treating energencies

provi di ng counsel i ng and assi stance for teenage parents, and providing
AIDS, human growh and devel opnent, and personal safety education.
School s are asked to coordinate with famlies and community services to
manage students with significant health problens and to nmake referrals
to appropriate community services. Schools are required to abide by
rules of confidentiality and to properly maintain health care records.
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The legislature finds that additional school nurses wth the
appropriate expertise are needed in our schools to play a pivotal role
in inproving the health and educational success of the school-age
chi |l d.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) The office of superintendent of public

instruction shall develop a work group to assess school nursing
services in class | school districts. The work group may consult wth
representatives from the follow ng groups: School nurses, schools,

students, parents, teachers, health officials, and adm ni strators.

(2) The work group shall:

(a) Study the need for additional school nursing services by
gathering data about current school nurse-to-student ratios in each
class | school district and assessing the demand for school nursing
services by acuity levels and the necessary skills to neet those
demands. The work group also shall recommend to the | egislature best
practices in school nursing services, including a dedicated,
sust ai nabl e fundi ng nodel that would best neet the current and future
needs of Washington's schools and contribute to greater academc
success of all students. The work group shall assess whether funding
for school nurses should continue as part of basic education; and

(b) I'n collaboration with managed care plans that contract with the
depart nent of soci al and health services nedical assi stance
adm nistration to provide health services to children participating in
the nmedicaid and state children's health insurance program identify
opportunities to inprove coordination of and access to health services
for I owincome children through the use of school nurse services. The
work group shall evaluate the feasibility of pooling school district
and managed care plan funding to finance school nurse positions in
school districts with high nunbers of | owinconme children.

(3) As used in this section, "school nurse" neans a person who:

(a) Holds a bachelor of science degree in nursing, including
training in public health nursing;

(b) Holds a valid license as a registered nurse (RN) in Washi ngton
state; and

(c) Is certified as an educational staff associate under the
requi renents established by the office of superintendent of public
i nstruction.
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(4) The office of superintendent of public instruction shall report
its findings and plans for inplenentation to the |egislature by
February 1, 2006.

(5) This section expires June 30, 2006.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. The sumof forty-five thousand dollars, or
as much thereof as may be necessary, is appropriated for the fisca
year endi ng June 30, 2006, fromthe general fund to the office of the
superintendent of public instruction for the purposes of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. |If specific funding for the purposes of this
act, referencing this act by bill or chapter nunber, is not provided by
June 30, 2005, in the ommi bus appropriations act, this act is null and
voi d.

~-- END ---
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